
PLANT DESCRIPTIONS - Tree & Shrub Conservation Planting Program 2011
         (Native species*)

TREES:

Ash, Green* (Fraxinus pennsylvanica) 50-60’ high, 25’ spread.  Hardy, fast-growing, prospers under most conditions.  Leaves are a medium to dark green, turning yellow in fall.  Does well in sun, prefers moist soil, slight drought tolerance Shade tree.
Birch, Canoe* (Betula papyrifera) 50’ high tree.  White bark appears after 3-4 years.  Grows well in moist soils.

Cedar, Arborvitae* (Thuja occidentalis) 40’ high. Popular for landscaping, makes an outstanding conservation hedge.  Thrives over a wide range of climatic conditions doing best in acidic, well-drained soils where there is considerable moisture. 

Cedar, Eastern Red* (Juniperus virginiana) 25-30’ high. Used as a dense screen or hedge, provides food and nesting sites for songbirds. Good drought and shade tolerance.  Reddish stained aromatic wood widely sought for use as furniture.

Redwood, Dawn (Metasequoia glyptostroboides) 50-100’deciduous conifer.  Likes full sun to light shade, moist well-drained soil and can withstand some flooding.  A care-free shade tree that is hardy for windy sites.
Dogwood, White Flowering (Cornus florida) 20-30’ high, low branching tree.  Dark green leaves turn to beautiful red-purple in fall.  Showy white flowers in late April-May.  Red glossy fruit until late December.  Prefers moist soil.

Maple, Sugar*  (Acer saccharum) 50+’ high, spreading canopy, shade and landscaping tree.  Prefers well-drained sites. It has brilliant fall foliage and pleasing growth habit.  Sap is source of maple sugar and syrup.  Hard wood for furniture, etc.

Oak, Pin (Quercus palustris) – is a moderately large tree with normal heights ranging from 70 to 90 feet with diameters between 2 and 3 feet.  Trees reaching 120 feet tall with 5-foot diameters are occasionally encountered on good sites.  

Pine, Japanese Black (Pinus thunbergii) 30-50’ widely planted ornamental tree, used for borders, screens and windbreaks.  Good in wet or dry conditions. Tolerates city and droughty conditions, good in sandy soils. 
Sycamore (Platnus occidentails) Description: 75-100' tree with a massive trunk. The bark of a Sycamore is mottled. This tree is fast growing and prefers moist soils.
Tulip Tree (Liriodendron tulipifera) - This tree is fast-growing in youth. Leaves are dark green with a polished appearance, turning yellow in fall. The fragrant flowers, produced in spring, are large, tulip-shaped, and greenish yellow with orange markings inside: rich, moist, well-drained soils and full sun to light shade.  

SHRUBS:

Bittersweet, American* (Celastrus scandens) 20’ vigorous climbing vine. Yellow-orange fruit is collected for dried flowerarrangements. American Bittersweet does well in poor soils and full sun. This plant should be planted in an area by itself because it can over take surrounding areas.
Butterfly Bush (Buddleia davidi) 5-12” multi-stemmed shrub. This bush will have fragrant flowers July through the fall. Butterfly bush attracts butterflies. It should be heavily pruned in the spring and it tolerates most soils.
Button Bush (Cephalanthus occidentalis) 3-6’ rounded gangling shrub. This native plant is grant for wet areas. Has interesting white flower in late summer.
Cherry, Sand  (Prunus besseyi) 4-6' high and wide shrub. It has attractive gray, green leaves, showy white flowers, and a sweet black fruit in the summer. Sand Cherry tolerates hot, dry conditions.
Cranberry, American* (Viburnum trilobum)  8-12’ multi-stemmed shrub.  White flowers in May, bright red fruit September through February.  Fruit tart but edible, used in jelly.  Attracts birds.

Dogwood, Red Osier* (Cornus stolinifera)  7-9’ slender, upright shrub.  Red stem, white drupe fruit mid-August.   Best in

 wet or swampy conditions.  Great structure for holding soil on sloped areas.

Forsythia (Forsythia intermedia) 8-10’ upright, shrub.  Does well in any type soil.  Full sun for maximum yellow flowering.

Lilac, Common (Syngria vulgaris)  8-15 ft. Produces fragrant purple flowers in spring.  Prefers well-drained soil and full sun.   
Nannyberry  (Viburnum lentago) –  is shade-tolerant species useful in landscape plantings as shrub borders, taller barriers, hedges, and windbreaks. It produces good seasonal displays of flowers, fruits, and fall leaf color and the fruit are eaten by many species of birds and wildlife. Adaptable to a wide range of conditions.
Rose of Sharon (Hibiscus syriacus)  8-12’ erect shrub or small tree with numerous branches.  Flowers July through September. Tolerates moist soils, full sun, and is pH adaptable.

Rugosa Rose (Rosa rugosa) 4-6’ sturdy shrub, upright stems forming a dense mat.  Rose-purple to white flowers all summer.  Red glossy fruit August through late fall.  Is pH adaptable, salt tolerant, and grows in most soil types.  Makes attractive hedge. 

Spicebush (Lindera bensoin) 6-17’ high shrub with similar spread, producing lowers March-April. A tea can be made from the leaves and twigs. This shrub grows best in well-drained, moist soils in full sun or 1/2 shade.

HEDGE:   Privet, Amur River (Ligustrum Amerense) Makes a trim looking hedge with clean glossy green leaves, attractive upright growth.  Hardy even in the coldest locations and does not freeze back to the ground after cold winter.  Grows to about 8’ but can be pruned to any height desired.  Grows well in almost any type soil and is almost evergreen, retaining its waxy green foliage almost all winter.  Like full sun to partial shade.
GROUND COVERS:
Fern, Christmas (Polystichum acrostichoides) 1-2’ height, graceful fronds, full evergreen.  Dark green in color requires shade to partial shade.  Prefers neutral to acid soils.  Deer tend to avoid ferns.  Native to New York.

Fountain Grass (Pennisetum) 1-3 ft. upright mound forming plant.  Flowers July through fall.  Color changes to coppery purple that will persist into winter.  Prefers full sun to very light shade.  Does well in fertile, moist or well-drained soil.  Great for erosion control and does well as a transition grass between formal and natural areas.

Crownvetch (Coronilla varia) Low maintenance ground cover for steep banks and areas were vegetations is difficult to establish. Pinkish to white flowers prefers full sun.  
Ivy, English (Hedera helix) Evergreen vine has broad, flat leaves and can be grown in full sun of full shade.  Prefers well-drained soils.  

Pachysandra (Pachysandra terminalis) Evergreen ground cover used in shady areas.  Does poorly in open areas.  Avoid poorly drained sites.  
Periwinkle, Myrtle (Vinca minor) Evergreen ground cover grows to height of 6 inches.  Purple flowers bloom in spring.  Fair drought tolerance; excellent shade tolerance, grows well in full sun.  Plant 1 ft. apart for complete coverage in 1-2 years.  

Wildflower Seed Packets, five varieties available.  Each is a blend of 100% wildflower seeds that are hardy, self-producing year after year without replanting.  They require little or no maintenance once established.  

          Original mix is a balanced blend designed to perform in a variety of conditions.

          Sunny blend is geared for drier areas where there is full sun. 

          Shady mix lends itself to conditions where there is limited exposure to sun.  

           Enviro-Friendly a blend of flowering herbs and wildflowers designed to attract beneficial insects that deter garden pests.
          Bird & Butterfly mix is a blend that attracts butterflies and hummingbirds during summer and songbirds in winter.

WILDLIFE NESTING BOXES:
Bluebird   Our nesting boxes, made of white pine, have top and bottom ventilation and access to cleaning. An ideal                              in either rural or urban areas.

Deluxe Bluebird (Peterson style) The slanting profile of this box is more predator resistant.

Wren       Durably constructed of white pine.  Can be painted and/or decorated by craft-minded individuals.

Butterfly This box, when placed in a flowered area, will provide an excellent haven for butterflies. Easy to clean                                  and maintain.

Bat           Contrary to traditional belief bats are great friends to humans keeping insect populations in check. Information                     sheet included with tips for success.

Hawk       These birds of prey help to keep rodent populations in check that would otherwise wreak havoc with crops                           and fruit trees.  Providing a home for these predators just might be what you need to protect your investment.

Wood Duck/Predator Guard    Boxes should be mounted on wood or metal posts so they can be protected below by a 

                                                     metal shield.  Place over or at the edge of a water body about 10 ft. off the ground.

Bird Feeders Attractive and very durable, this feeder has see-through plexiglass panels and is furnished with wire hangers 

                       for easy mounting. It is sealed with non-toxic wood preserver.

OTHER CONSERVATION ITEMS:

Fertilizer Tablets (20-10-5) - These tablets have a slow release formula, which will supply the needs of a plant for up to two years.  They are ideal for application on individual trees, shrubs or can be used in plantation type settings.   Easy to use…just put into side of hole while planting, being sure not to make root contact.  

Compost - Organic blend of ground, processed grasses leaves, brush and stumps.  High in macro and micro-nutrients. 

Rain & Sprinkler Gauge - Can be mounted or pushed into the lawn or field.  Measures rainfall or lawn/garden watering.  
Has a 5 inch capacity.  Easy to read from a distance.
