
 

 

MINUTES 
ULSTER COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

5 PARK LANE 
  HIGHLAND, NY 12528 

March 26, 2025 
 

1. OPENING MEETING - The MEETING was CALLED TO ORDER by Chairman L. Tantillo at 9:00 
AM.  Directors Present: L. Tantillo, F. Wilklow, J. Delaune, K. Nolan and S. Van Nostrand.  SWCD 
Staff in attendance: J. Wedemeyer - Executive Director, C. DeGroodt - Program Assistant, T. Ferry 
– District Technician, C. Hernsdorf – Jr. District Technician, M. Tollefson – Watershed Technician 
and G. Bonse – Watershed Intern.   

 
2. WORK REPORTS 

Written staff reports were mailed and emailed to Board Members and B. Luskin prior to the meeting 
for review (attached to the filed minutes).    
 
a) SWCD 

J. Wedemeyer - (see attached staff report)  
 
AEM Tier 4 – Wedemeyer completed a preliminary design with a private engineer for a project in 
the Town of New Paltz, which can be used on other farms in the future.   
 
Inventory and Evaluations – There were office walk-ins over the past month for various 
requests for assistance (parcel mapping for wetlands, soils and topography and landowners 
looking for tile drainage contractors).   
 
NYS DEP CAT-494 –  A lot of time was spent wrapping up the CAT-494 contract.  Wedemeyer 
submitted the final contract advance request for funding.  The Stream Project Manager interviews 
were first held virtually and chosen candidates were then interviewed in person.  The Hollow Tree 
Brook Stream Restoration Project will start this summer. 
 
AG NPS Round 27 – Wedemeyer is working with NRCS and a private engineer on design 
reviews and final edits to the designs.  The state approved the District’s Round 27 Time Extension 
request.  Construction will hopefully start in the fall. 
 
District Updates/Other Projects – Wedemeyer has been attending the Ulster County Economic 
Development Legislative Committee monthly meetings. 
 
Wedemeyer is on the Ulster County Department of the Environment Committee and provided 
assistance with the herbicide waiver application from Catskill Mountain Rail Road (CMRR). He 
reviewed the herbicide analysis results and site assessment photos for herbicide injury.  A 
herbicide waiver was not granted to CMRR because they have not been following the guidelines 
for years.  They were told not to spray last year but based on the photos, there was herbicide 
injury. 
 
The District partnered with the Orange County Land Trust and the NYS DEC in Ulster County on 
the Trees for Tribs program.   There is interest in riparian buffer enhancement on two farms and 
two plantings have been scheduled for this spring. 
 
Wedemeyer is reviewing the County Professional Services contract for the Watersheds 
Coordinator position. 



ULSTER COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT MARCH 2025 BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 

Page 2 of 6 

 

 
 
The ARPA financial report and invoice were submitted to the Ulster County Finance Department 
for the 2024 Cover Crop Program. 
 
District staff attended a luncheon with The Mount Academy 2025 Envirothon team.   
 
The Tree and Shrub Seedling Sale is going well this year.  Staff are taking seedling orders right 
up to the day before pick-up providing we have the stock. 
 
Wedemeyer attended the Water Quality Symposium where he was one of the instructors that 
taught the New York State Erosion and Sediment Control Certificate Program class.   
 
Wedemeyer completed a Financial Risk Assessment for the Ulster County Comptroller’s Office.  
 
Wedemeyer is working with the Ulster County Planning Department on the Watershed 
Coordinator position.   
 
Ferry and Wedemeyer taught a 4-Hour Erosion & Sediment Control Course for Greene County 
SWCD in which $1,500.00 in revenue was generated. 
 
Nolan commended the good work that the District is doing.  She mentioned that Taylor, CSBI 
Program Coordinator, said that he can incorporate pollinating trees in the Trees for Trib plantings 
and that the District should incorporate pollinating trees whenever possible.  Jake mentioned that 
on one farm the District and the DEC are working together to install a 2,400’ long pollinator strip.  
Hernsdorf added that with the Trees for Tribs program, the NYS DEC supplies the plants. They 
choose which trees get planted, but they have a large list and they allow the District to make 
recommendations.  Nolan said that New York State has a robust pollinator plan.  Van Nostrand 
said that she’s had two trainings through the state on pollinators.   
 
C. DeGroodt – (see attached staff report) 
 
The District has received 79 Tree and Shrub orders so far. 
 
A Draft list of Bills for Board Approval was passed out to the Directors.  If approved today, these 
bills would be paid after the Board Meeting.  DeGroodt has already gone through one long NYS 
Comptroller’s audit while at Orange County SWCD and has taken trainings at the Administrative 
Conference and the Water Quality Symposium.  The NYS Comptroller guidelines require bills to 
be approved by the Board before paying the bill.  But this is difficult for some SWCDs to do if their 
Board does not meet every month, or if certain bills need to be paid immediately.  Discussion 
followed.  The Board does not feel that this is necessary since they review the monthly abstracts 
and the Chairman signs them at Board Meetings. They would like to continue paying the bills the 
way they have done in the past.  For this month, they agreed to make a Motion to sign the Bills 
for Board Approval list. 2025-3-1  Nolan made the Motion, Wilklow seconded, to approve the 
Bills for Board Approval for March 2025. All in favor.     
 
Nolan congratulated DeGroodt on her award that marked 30 years working for Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts. 
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T. Ferry – (see attached staff report) 
 
AEM – Payment was received from the state for implementation projects.  Ferry has been working 
on 3 Tier 5A updates for producers in the NYS Grown and Certified Program.   
 
Ferry said that the decals were received and already put on the lime spreader.  Since the District 
will be receiving the new no-till drill and row mulcher soon,  Ferry would like the Board to pre-
approve the purchase of decals for both.   The decals cost approximately $45-$50 each and we 
would need four.  2025-3-2  Nolan made the Motion, Delaune seconded, to approve the 
purchase of two vinyl decals from Timely Signs for both the new no-till drill and row 
mulcher up to the amount of $250.00.  All in favor. 
 
Ferry is looking at pollinator mixes for a New Paltz farm that is interested in using our no-till drill 
to seed a riparian area. 
 
C. Hernsdorf – (See attached staff report) 
 
AEM – Hernsdorf has been working on conservation plans for farmers in Kingston, New Paltz.  
and Plattekill.  He  met with a producer in Kingston to discuss participation in the AEM program 
and a possible reforestation project.  The producer has interest in applying for reforestation under 
the CRF Round 9 grant. 
 

Hernsdorf attended this year’s Water Quality Symposium and completed online training for 
ArcGIS paid for by the Conservation District Employees Association. 
 
Soil Group Worksheets (SGW) are wrapping up for the season.  Nolan asked what is on a SGW.  
Hernsdorf said that if a farmer wants to apply for an agricultural exemption, they would contact 
our office for a SGW, which is a tally of the acreages of the different soil types on their parcel.  
Each soil type is then assigned is a $ value.  The parcel maps are from the County and the District 
uses ArcGIS for the soil mapping.  Wilklow added that the farmer pays real estate taxes based 
on the soil types.  If it’s better quality soil, you pay more.    
 
At the last Board Meeting, the Board approved the rental agreement for the lime spreader.  Since 
the row mulcher and new 12’ drill are coming before the next board meeting, he requested that 
the rental agreements for them be approved.  The cost to rent the row mulcher is $50/day.  The 
cost to rent the drill is $15/acre.  Hernsdorf passed out the agreements to the Board. There is a 
$100.00 fee if the equipment is returned to the District dirty.  2025-3-3 Nolan made the Motion, 
Delaune seconded, to approve the row mulcher and no-till rental policies as presented.  
All in favor. 
 

      b)  AWSMP  
 
M. Tollefson – Watershed Intern (see attached staff report) 

 
For the past month and a half Tollefson has been assisting Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) 
with review of the 2025-2027 AWSMP Action Plan (stream monitoring section). 
 
The Matrice 350 drone was updated and cleaned last week along with the RC Plus (remote 
controller) and Zenmuse L2 (LIDAR Sensor) as they prepare for their spring LIDAR flights. 
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He purchased rebar for their spring and summer field surveys and assisted Bonse with cleaning 
and preparing the Equinox for auction through Auctions International. 
 
 
The Hotel, flight and car rental were paid for, for Tollefson’s Rosgen Level 3 training in Asheville, 
NC.  He leaves next week for the 2-week training. 
 
Tollefson prepared and uploaded a Digital Terrain Model to EPR for them to review and 
incorporate into initial stream design planning.   
 
He continues the development of drone LIDAR flight and processing Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOP).  He started developing SOPs for how to fly the drone, process the data, etc. 
 
Tollefson assisted CCE with the WoodDAM study, which is figuring out what happens to wood 
jams during high flow events. 
 
He is importing data and processing of past field surveys in RiverMorph.   
 
This summer he is monitoring Woodland Creek for a potential future stream restoration project. 
 
Gabriel Bonse – Watershed Intern (see attached staff report) 
 
Gabe has been working a lot on the Catskill Streams Buffer Initiative (CSBI).  He has produced 
a master list of multiple maps through GIS on projects that they have completed dating back 
to 2009.  He will be providing the Town of Shandaken a map of everything that’s been done 
in the town. 

 
Bonse finished wrapping up all of the Riparian Corridor Management Plans for CSBI 
landowners which contains soil type, existing vegetation, what they plan on changing with the 
vegetation, planting plans and invasives management, etc.  This is completed on the old 
contract and now he will start to work on the new one.      

 
Bonse assisted Tollefson with the Woodland Creek project (putting in rebar). 

 
Bonse has been coordinating the auctioning off of the Chevy Equinox on Auctions International. 

 
3. NEW BUSINESS 

 
a) Procurement Policy Review and Approval – The District’s Procurement Policy was 

reviewed and approved in 2022 by the Ulster County Attorney.  It has remained unchanged.  
The only time it will change is if the threshold changes.  Currently, if it’s under $20,000.00 it 
is a simple purchase.  Anything between $20,001 - $34,999 requires three simple quotes. 
Anything over $35,000.00 requires sealed bids and a public notice in the newspaper.  The 
Procurement Officer (Wedemeyer) can make the determination that the District purchase sole 
source.  For example a piece of equipment does not require three sealed bids if only one 
manufacturer makes that equipment.  But three quotes are still required.  2025-3-4 Nolan 
made the Motion, Delaune seconded, to approve the 2025 Procurement Policy.  All in 
favor. 

 
(O. Velez-Juarbe joined the Meeting at 9:39 AM)  
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 WORK REPORTS CONTINUED… 
 

c) NRCS  
 
O. Velez-Juarbe, District Conservationist – EQIP Round 1 application rankings are complete.   
 
Staff that were terminated on February 13th are coming back on April 7th with back pay. 
 
Remote staff were told to report to the office.  Joseph Heller is now relocated to the Highland 
office.  There is also a waiting list of employees from various federal agencies that may relocate 
here. 
 

NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED 
 

b) Purchase of Small Irrigation Pump for Riparian Planting Projects – There was discussion 
on purchasing a pump similar to ones used at the Ashokan office.  The cost is estimated to 
be $1,000.00 from Granger but the District will shop around.   2025-3-5 Nolan made the 
Motion, Van Nostrand seconded, to spend up to $1,000.00 for an irrigation pump, hose 
and additional equipment needed for Riparian Planting Projects.  All in favor. 

 
c) Purchase of 12’ No-Till Drill – Quotes were distributed to Directors.  There was a brief 

discussion.  2025-3-6  Nolan made the Motion, Delaune seconded, to purchase a 12’ 
Esch 5612 No-Till Drill from Zimmerman as the lowest responsive bidder for a total cost 
of $46,875.00.  All in favor. 

 
Wedemeyer requested the Board approve the purchase of two new wheel hub assembly’s 
for the 7’ drill at $280/each.  2025-3-7  Nolan made the Motion, Delaune seconded, to 
purchase two new wheel hub assembly’s for the 7’ drill up to the cost of $700.00.  All 
in favor. 

 
d) Review and Approval of Bills to be Paid – Discussed earlier in Meeting. 
 

e) 2024 Performance Measures Award Letter – Wedemeyer received an email yesterday 
regarding a Manager’s Meeting on June 12th in Millbrook.  Nolan said she can possibly attend 
if no one else can. The District received $231,280.46 for meeting all of last year’s performance 
measures and Wedemeyer stressed the importance of having Directors attend these 
meetings to help the District meet their performance measures..    

 
4. OLD BUSINESS 
  

a) AWSMP Stream Project Manager Candidate Section – Three candidates were interviewed.  
The consensus of the interviewing group which included Cornell Cooperative Extension, DEP 
and SWCD was that the background and experience of Max made him the top candidate.  They 
felt that he had a lot of relevant field training.  Their recommendation is to offer the position to 
Max Garfinkle at a salary of $85,000.00.  2025-3-8  Nolan made the Motion, Delaune 
seconded. to offer Max Garfinkle the Stream Project Manager position, through the 
Executive Director, at a starting salary of $85,000.00.  All in favor.   If Max does not accept 
this salary, then the Board would like to have it brought back to them for negotiations.  Nolan 
suggested developing a policy that will allow votes by email to allow Directors to have emergency 
meeting Motions.   
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b) Civil Service Score Letter for Executive Director – Wedemeyer (Promotional) passed the 
exam and scored #1.  Ferry also took this exam (Open Competitive) and passed. 
  

5. MINUTES APPROVAL – Nolan would like to have her last name corrected in the February Minutes.  
The “d” at the end of her last name should be removed.  DeGroodt will update the Minutes with this 
correction.  2025-3-9 Nolan made the Motion, Delaune seconded, to approve the February 
2025 Board Meeting Minutes as amended.  All in favor.      
  

6. FINANCIAL REPORTS AND ABSTRACTS – 2025-3-10 Nolan made the Motion, Delaune 
seconded, to approve the February 2025 Financial Report and Abstract.  All in favor. 

 
7. NEXT MEETING - The next Board Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 28, 2025 at 7:00 PM.   

 
Nolan announced that the Orange County Land Trust is hosting a Benefit Reception on June 12th at 
Cedar Lakes Estate in Port Jervis to honor women in the forefront of conservation and agriculture.  
Nolan has been included in this group.  She thanked the Board and said that this Board is where her 
efforts originated to the extent that they have matured.  DeGroodt will post the information on the District 
website.  Wedemeyer said he is planning on attending.  
 
Ferry received a Merit Award at the Water Quality Symposium for his fantastic work as District 
Technician.  Director Nolan was also nominated for the Director Award. 

 
8. ADJOURNMENT 

 

2025-3-11 A Motion was made by Delaune to Adjourn the Meeting at 10:12 AM, seconded by 
Nolan.  All in favor. 

 
                                                                                                                     Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 

                                                                                                                     Christine DeGroodt 
                                                                                                                     Program Assistant 
 



JLW Activities February 19 through March 18, 2025 

AEM:  AEM Tier 4 – Reviewed and assisted with mailing of cover crop reimbursement vouchers for approved additional 
acreage. AEM Tier 1 and 2 – Town of Ulster. AEM Outreach- Coordination of soil health event with CCE of Ulster County. 
AEM Outreach - Correspondence regarding cost share funding for ally cropping and discussed AEM process, T/O 
Rochester. AEM Tier 5B- Conservation plan updates, T/O New Paltz. AEM Tier 4 – Discussed/reviewed preliminary design 
with private engineer, T/O New Paltz. AEM Tier 4 - Assistance with row mulcher purchase order and requested quote 
with correct address and contact information. AEM Tier 4 - Trees for tribs site visit/assessment for riparian plantings, 
T/O New Paltz. AEM Outreach - Discussed AEM program, conservation planning and cost share programs, T/O 
Rochester. 

Inventory and Evaluations: Doug Davenport, Town of Rochester - Ag assessment assistance, discussed documentation 
with assessor. Suffolk Co. SWCD - assistance locating farm equipment rental companies. Office walk in, assistance with 
parcel mapping for wetlands, soils and topography. Mark Brubam - Assistance with tile drainage contractors, provided 
company that provides this service. Mary Heyer, T/O New Paltz - Appraisal status update. Jared Smith, T/O Lloyd – 
Drainage recommendations. 

NYC DEP CAT 494: Final contract advance request for funding for Captial. FY 24 Capital reconciliation with DEP. Bi-
Weekly check in meetings with AWSMP staff. Ongoing Stantec Panter Kill and Elk Bush Kill invoice errors reconciliation 
and final payments. Stantec debriefing meeting for Broad Street Hollow RFP submittal. Working with EPR with data 
sharing and negotiating tasks and costs for contracting. Attended partners meeting to go over successor contract and 
deliverables. Project Manager position resumes review, virtual interviews and scheduled in-person interviews for 
3/21/25. Draft staffing plan, annual plan of work and annual budget completed for Fiscal Year 26 quarter of Successor 
contract. Hollow Tree Brook SLR invoice review and approval, status update for permit applications and SWPPP (nothing 
received to date).  

Round 27: Working with NRCS and private engineer with design reviews and final edits to designs.  

District Updates/Other Projects:  

• Attended the UC Economic Development Legislative Committee monthly meetings. 
• UC DOE - Assistance with herbicide waiver application from CMRR, reviewed herbicide analysis results and site 

assessment photos for herbicide injury.  
• Assistance with 12’ no-till drill purchase. 
• Partnered with OCLT – Trees for Tribs Program, landowner outreach and interest in riparian buffer enhancement 

on 2 farms, two plantings scheduled for this spring.  
• County Professional Services contract review for Watersheds Coordinator, working with UC Planning 

Department.  
• County Exec's office - Assistance to D. Dewan regarding short term farm loans and farm lines of credit. 
• Worked with C. DeGroodt with ARPA financial report and invoice to UC Finance for 2024 Cover Crop Program 

reimbursement. 
• Assistance with Lower Hudson Valley Envirothon and Luncheon for 2025 Envirothon Team.  
• Assistance with Tree and Shrub Program. 
• Instructed New York State Erosion and Sediment Control Certificate Program at annual Water Quality 

Symposium. 
• Completed risk assessment for UC Comptroller’s Office. 
• 4 Hour Erosion and Sediment Control Course with Travis for Greene County SWCD, $1,500 in revenue generated. 

 



Christine DeGroodt 

Activities February 19, 2025 – March 18, 2025 
 

NYS Retirement –  I continue to do the monthly reporting.     

 

CAT-494 Contracts – I have begun working on the two CAT-494 quarterly reports. 
 

Reimbursed the District for staff time and mileage out of the CAT-494 Expense account. 
 

Started the process of opening two new bank accounts for the “SWP 101 Capital” and “SWP 101 Expense” contracts. 
 

County Quarterly Report – This will be completed after March 31st. 
 

District Website – The website is updated as needed.  There is a new section that has been added showcasing the 

District’s Equipment Rental Program.   A link to information regarding the Avian Flu was added to the home page of 

our site. 
 

2025 Tree & Shrub Seedling Sale – To-date we have received 53 orders.  The order form was emailed out to everyone 

on our media mailing list and county clerks. 
 

Misc. – I received an award from the NYS Soil & Water Conservation District Employees Association for working 30 

years at Soil and Water. 
 

Ashokan’s new truck has been added to our insurance. 
 

The internal audit was on March 4th.    
 

I have been taking an ArcGIS Pro online training so I can assist with the soil worksheets when other staff are 

unavailable.  (I completed them when I was at the Orange County SWCD). 
 

The District received the 4th quarter 2024 appropriation (3/10/25), CRF Round 7 advance (2/28/25), AEM Round 18 

90% bmp implementation funding (3/10/25) and AG NPS Round 27 65% bmp implementation funding (3/13/25).     
 

I submitted the District’s 2024 Sales Tax Report. 
 

Payment was sent out for the Millcreek Row Mulcher. 
 

The District’s Part C Performance Measures Voucher completed. 
 

Put together a reimbursement request packet and invoice for the County, for the 2024 Cover Crop program via ARPA. 

 

Spent some time researching Paid Family Leave (PFL).  
 

We still have calls coming in for Soil Group Worksheets.  I have been emailing an easy-to-fill-out questionnaire form to 

requesters.   
 

Ongoing- mail, bank deposits, bill payments/receipts, abstracts, Board Minutes, bank transfers, bank account 

reconciliations, deferred comp, supply orders, payroll, etc. 



TRF Activities – February 19, 2025 – March 18, 2025 

AEM: Received payment for claim for payment submitted for implementation projects. 

Working on 3 Tier 5A updates for producers in the NYS Grown and Certified Program. 

Spent time catching up on AEM reporting for the end of the year. 

Looked at Pollinator mixes for New Paltz Farm that is interested in using our no-till drill to seed in a 

riparian area. 

Part C Cover Crop Program: No activity.  

Inventory and Evaluations: Sean Zimmerman – T/O Saugerties – called with high salts in well issue. 

CRF Round 6: No activity.  

CRF Round 7: Working on reviewing irrigation design. Received payment for claim for payment. 

CRF Round 8: No activity.  

NYC DEP CAT 494: No activity. 

AgNPS Round 27: Time extension was approved. Submitted claim for payment for 65% bmp 

implementation in time to get payment before state budget blackout period. Received payment for 

claim for payment. 

No-Till/Soil Health Program: Received decals for lime spreader. 

Need motion to purchase No-Till drill (see spreadsheet for quotes).  

Trees for Tribs: attended several meetings with OCLT, landowners, and trees for tribs staff. 

Misc: Finished up some ag assessment soil group worksheets while Cooper was on vacation. 

Attended Water Quality Symposium in Rochester, good event with good classes and networking with 

Districts across NYS. 

Working on ArcGIS Pro migration training paid for by NYS Conservation District Employee’s 
Association. 

Scheduled Chevy 3500 for its first inspection/oil change. Also had a software update and tailgate 

recall completed. 

Attended lunch with Bruderhof Envirothon team and coordinated getting their state presentation 

packet to them. 

Co-taught 4 hour course with Jake in Greene County. 



Cooper Activities Feb 18, 2025 – 3/18/2025 

 

AEM: Tier 1- Kingston – Met with producer to discuss participation in AEM program, 
possible reforestation. Interest in applying for reforestation under CRF Round 9. 
 
Tier 3 – Kingston – Working on conservation plan. New Paltz – Working on conservation plan 
for two farmers. 

Tier 5 – Plattekill – Met with producer to renew Grown and Certified verification. 
 

CRF Round 7, 8: Nothing to report. 

NYC DEP CAT 494: Nothing to report. 

No-Till Program: Rental agreement for lime spreader is all set, looking to start renting it out 
in the next few weeks.  
Row mulcher has been ordered! Lead time was 8-10 weeks. 
 

Misc: Working with Jake on creating some maps for Marbletown water quality study.  
 
Completed online training for ArcGIS paid for by CDEA.  
 
Wrapping up the last soil group worksheets for the season. 
 
 I will be the point of contact for the district’s partnership with OCLT to do riparian plantings 
this year with DEC’s Trees for Tribs program. Currently in the process of meeting with 
landowners and identifying planting sites. Assisting OCLT and DEC with species selection 
and planting plans. Some sites will be planted this spring. 
 

 Attended Water Quality Symposium.  



New York State Soil & Water Conservation Committee 
Region 5 Report – March 2025 

Submitted by: Ben Luskin – Region 5 Associate Environmental Analyst 

 
NYS SWCC News 
AEM Leopold Conservation Award 2025: NYSAGM is partnering once again with the Sand County Foundation to present 
the AEM Leopold Conservation Award to recognize landowners who inspire others with their dedication to ethical land, 
water, and wildlife habitat management on agricultural land. New York’s award recipient will be presented with the 
$10,000 award provided by the Sand County Foundation, in partnership with the Department, American Farmland Trust,  
and Cornell Cooperative Extension. A Formal announcement and application materials were emailed to Districts the first 
week of February 2025.  The deadline for applications is May 15th, 2025. 
 
March SWCC Meeting: There is no SWCC meeting scheduled for March 2025. Further details and an agenda for the April 
2025 meeting will be sent out shortly. Reminder – participation at a SWCC meeting is eligible toward PM1, Part C of State 
Aid to Districts.  
 
NYS SWCC State Program Advisory Committee Meeting:  The next SPAC meeting will be held on April 10, 2025.  Further 
details and an agenda will be sent out in advance of the meeting.  Welcome to suggest discussion topics 
(greg.albrecht@agriculture.ny.gov).   
 
2025 NYS Envirothon - Volunteers Needed: The New York State Envirothon Committee is pleased to announce that we will 
host the 2025 New York State Envirothon at SUNY Cortland, on May 28th and 29th, 2025. Volunteers are the heart of this 
event, and it doesn’t happen without assistance from SWCD Directors and staff. Please consider Volunteering! A description 
of the volunteer positions available as well as an online registration link are available here on the NYS Envirothon website, 
https://nysenvirothon.org/contact. Any questions can be directed to nysenvirothon@gmail.com.  
 
Other Events 
Upcoming Manure Roadshow: Ontario County SWCD, Yates County SWCD, and Cornell PRO-DAIRY are hosting a Soil Health 
& Nutrient Management Workshop on March 28th, 2025, at the Ontario Produce Auction in Stanley, NY, featuring the 
Manure Roadshow. It will be packed with information on the value of manure, tile drainage, manure safety, and much 
more. Attached is the flyer with the full schedule, speaker info, and registration information. The workshop will also include 
the Manure Applicator Training (NYS DEC approved) and certificates will be provided. Please call (315) 536-5188 with 
questions.  
 
Upcoming NAACC Training, Save the Date: The NAACC NY workgroup will be holding a virtual training for the Culvert 
Condition Assessment on Thursday April 3rd, from 12:30-3:00pm. This is a rebroadcast of a previous training given last fall. 
There will be live Q&A and discussion after the training and all attendees will receive certification for the NAACC Condition 
Assessment Module (a training requirement for Lead Observers). More information will be emailed soon – for any 
questions please reach out to Ryan Cunningham (ryan.cunningham@agriculture.ny.gov). 
 
2025 CNMP Training: The AEM Partners are pleased to announce that the CNMP Training, a prerequisite class for AEM 
Planner Certification and NRCS Level II CNMP Planner Certification, is scheduled for April 1-4, 2025, on the Cornell Campus 
in Ithaca, NY.  The announcement and registration form has been emailed to Districts and partners, but for more 
information and a copy of the registration form, please reach out to Ron Bush (ronald.bush@agriculture.ny.gov).  The 
registration deadline is March 14th.  
 
Cover Crop and Soil Health Field Day:  April 24th, Tompkins County:  
https://www.covercropbreeding.com/_files/ugd/1bd2ad_364fc61dfec44ece894f3c4e09620b8f.pdf 
2025 New York State Envirothon: Save the date! May 28th – 29th, 2025, SUNY Cortland  
 
NACD Northeast & NYACD Annual Event and Training Session: Save the date! September 21st - 24th, 2025, DoubleTree 
Hilton, East Syracuse, NY. Details and information to follow soon. 
 

mailto:greg.albrecht@agriculture.ny.gov
mailto:nysenvirothon@gmail.com
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mailto:ronald.bush@agriculture.ny.gov


2025 NYS Wetlands Forum Annual Conference: Save the Date. The New York State Wetlands Forum 2025 Annual 
Conference and Business Meeting will take place on April 22nd and 23rd, in Rochester, NY. To register, please visit: 
https://www.wetlandsforum.org/index.html  
 
Other Funding 
Great Lakes Sediment and Nutrient Reduction Program: The Great Lakes Sediment and Nutrient Reduction Program 
(GLSNRP) Request for Proposals was recently announced, for projects that reduce nutrients and sediments entering the 
Great Lakes. This year’s program will focus on helping nonfederal units of government, tribes, or incorporated nonprofit 
organizations reduce phosphorus contributions to waters within the Great Lakes basin. Applicants are invited to submit 
proposals for sediment and nutrient reduction activities associated with one of two project types: 1) agricultural non-point; 
and 2) shoreline or streambanks. The due date for applications is April 29th, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. EST. 
https://www.glc.org/work/sediment/apply-2025  

https://www.wetlandsforum.org/index.html
https://www.glc.org/work/sediment/apply-2025

